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By AKSHAYA RAMANUJAM
Aggie News Writer

	 International students at UC Davis 
are volunteering in schools, retirement 
centers and other locations around the 
city — not just for good karma, but to 
improve language skills.
	 UC Davis Extension is integrating 
community service with academic study 
by providing international students a 
volunteer experience course, with the goal 
being to develop student involvement in 
the community as well as to teach civic 
responsibility.
	 “Launching this service learning 
program is a way to help support the 
Davis community and give our students 
a chance to develop leadership skills and 
utilize their English,” said Peter Hendricks, 
academic director for pre-professional 
programs and service learning at UC 
Davis Extension. 
	 Hendricks said he developed this project 
in order to give international students a 
chance to practice and experiment with 
articulating themselves. He hoped that it 
would provide them with exposure to a 
broader range of spoken English. 
	 One of the international students, Kaori 
Miyazawa, a junior English major from 
Japan, volunteered at the Yolo County 
Arts Council, mainly doing office work 
such as answering phones. She has also 
been involved with two concerts and an 
auction based on the council’s artists 
during her time volunteering. 
	 “I think I’ve learned some words I didn’t 
know and wasn’t familiar with,” she said. 
“I also have learned how things work in 
the working place.”
	 Miyazawa hopes her experience will 
help her find a job after returning to Japan. 
She said the hardest thing was answering 

phones because it was difficult for her to 
understand people at first. 
	 “I think it helps me to listen to English,” 
she said. “[There are] many different 
accents here and I think I’m getting used 
to them.”
	 Sakiko Tanaka, also a junior English 
major from Japan, chose to volunteer at 
the University Retirement Community 
with the Health Care Center. She helps 
move members of the community who 
are in wheelchairs and does activities with 
retirees, such as origami.  
	 Tanaka’s experience working with the 
elderly was very emotional, as she learned 
more about dementia.
	 “I’ve never talked to people who have 
dementia before, so it was very shocking,” 
she said. “Some of them don’t remember 
me. Every time I go over there I introduce 
myself. At first it was very sad for me.”
	 However Tanaka said it also proved to 
be a positive experience since she was 
able to learn from them. 
	 “We help each other,” she said. “I help 
them physically but they help me with 
English.”
	 Tanaka was also taking classes at UC 
Davis, which she found to be more difficult 
than those at the extension center. 
	 “It’s very encouraging when I can 
understand what the teacher is saying,” 
she said. 
	 Masa Shibamoto, another junior 
English major from Japan, chose to work 
with students at North Davis Elementary 
School. 
	 “The students are really nice and 
friendly,” he said. “I talked with them 
as if they were my peers. They helped 
me learn English and I helped them to 
read.”
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By TREVOR CRAMER
Aggie Sports Writer

	 After the Aggies dropped 
their first Big West 
Conference game of the 
season on Friday, there 
were questions about how 
they would respond.
On Sunday, UC Davis re-
sponded emphatically. 
	 The Aggies (11-3, 1-1) 
controlled all facets of 
the game as they post-
ed a 22-point victory over 
conference foe Cal State 
Northridge. The perfor-
mance began with aggres-
sive defense right from the 
tip.
	 “We wanted to start the 
game off strong with a lot of 
pressure,” said senior Heidi 
Heintz. “I think our guards 
did a great job of setting the 
tone for us defensively.”
	 That intensity allowed 
the Aggies to jump out to 
an eight-point halftime 
advantage.
	 UC Davis didn’t let 
up in the second peri-
od.	 The Aggies extend-
ed the lead to 21 within the 

first seven minutes of the 
final half, and never looked 
back, cruising to a 78-56 
victory.
	  One key to the UC Davis’ 
success was creating more 
opportunities than their 
opponents.
	 The Aggies had 20 more 
field goal attempts than the 
Matadors, largely due to 
UC Davis’ plus 16 turnover 
margin.
	 “The turnover differ-
ential was huge in this 
game,” said coach Sandy 
Simpson. “Any time you 
have a turnover differen-
tial of 10 or more it’s a tre-
mendous advantage.”
	 Those extra shots at the 
basket were good news for 
the Aggies, and so was the 
play of sophomore Vicky 
Deely.
	 Starting in just her sec-
ond game of the season, 
Deely posted a career-high 
22 points to lead UC Davis.
	 To the Sonoma, Calif. na-
tive, the key was getting in 
rhythm early by sinking two 
shots from long distance.
	 “I needed those two ear-
ly threes,” said Deely. “I felt 
like I needed my flow and 
my confidence back … I 

went into this game with 
a different kind of attitude 
and I think that really made 
a difference.”
	 It looked like Deely’s af-
ternoon might have been 
over during the first half 
as she took a hard fall go-
ing for a rebound, but the 
sophomore used her grit to 
get back into the game.
	 “When she took that fall,” 
said Simpson, “I thought 
she was probably done for 
the game, but she’s very 
tough both physically and 
mentally and she was able 
to get back into the game.”
	 Deely was one of five 
Aggies to finish in double 
figures for the game.
	 Regardless of the individ-
ual accomplishments, the 
most important part of the 
victory was getting back to 
winning ways.
	 “This was a really good 
bounce back game for us,” 
said Deely. “We shot with 
confidence and we played 
our game. If we go into fu-
ture games with this same 
confidence then no one 
can stop us.”

TREVOR CRAMER can be reached at 
sports@theaggie.org
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Sophomore Vicky Deely scored a career-high 22 points in the Aggies 78-56 rout of the Matadors.

Women’s basketball

lasted for six years and a 
person could travel abroad 
up to 365 days in total dur-
ing these years.
	 Students would have 
been eligible for student 
loans and federal work-
study programs, but not for 
federal financial aid, such 
as Pell Grants.
	 Scott Lay, chief execu-
tive officer of the California 
Community College (CCC) 
trustees, has been work-
ing on student immigra-
tion legislation since he 
was a student at UC Davis 
15 years ago.
	 “It’s heartbreaking that 
this legislation gets tied up 
in politics,” Lay said. “Lack 
of financial aid is a barri-
er to student immigrants. 
We also need federal action 
so that that adjustment of 
immigrant status will help 
them in the long run, in 
terms of having more em-
ployment eligibility after 
graduation.”
	 Back in November, the 
California Supreme Court 
upheld Assembly Bill 540, a 
law with some of the same 
objectives as the feder-
al DREAM Act. Since 2001, 
the law has allowed illegal 
immigrants to pay in-state 
tuition if they attended a 
California high school for 
three or more years, grad-
uated from a California 

high school or received the 
equivalent general educa-
tion diploma. 
	 They also have to be reg-
istered or enrolled in a CCC, 
California State University 
or University of California 
and sign a statement with 
the college or university 
stating that they will apply 
for legal residency as soon 
as they are eligible to do 
so.
	 Blanca Hernandez is 
a UC Davis alumna and 
former AB 540 student. 
Hernandez is working with 
high school students to in-
form them about the bill. 
She said the only improve-
ment she would like for AB 
540 would be adding finan-
cial aid.
	 In September, for the 
fourth year in a row, Gov. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger ve-
toed legislation that would 
give AB 540 students fi-
nancial aid opportunities. 
Senate Bill 1460, by then 
member of the California 
State Senate Gil Cedillo 
(D-Los Angeles), would 
have allowed undocument-
ed AB 540 students to com-
pete for state financial aid 
and qualify for a Board of 
Governors fee waiver.
	 “Illegal aliens should 
not pay less for California 
colleges than American 
students from other 
states or military fami-
lies stationed in our state,” 
Schwarzenegger said in a 
veto statement issued Sept. 

29. “For every illegal alien 
admitted to a college, an 
American student or le-
gal resident is turned away. 
This amounts to prefer-
ential treatment for illegal 
aliens.”
	 David Wolfe, legislative 
director of Howard Jarvis 
Taxpayers Association, 
said his opposition to 
SB 1460 boiled down to 
funding.
	 “There’s no constitution-
al amendment for higher 
education funding,” Wolfe 
said. “This isn’t an attack 
on immigrants. The state 
just can’t afford to pay for 
immigrants when students 
who are citizens are being 
turned away from schools 
because there’s no space 
for them.”
	 Communications proj-
ect coordinator Jon 
Rodney of the California 
Immigrant Policy Center 
said he felt some senators 
did not have the political 
courage to pass common 
sense legislation.
	 At UC, state residents pay 
$11,300 in tuition a year; 
nonresidents pay $34,000. 
State and federal law pro-
hibit illegal residents from 
receiving public grants or 
scholarships.
	 An estimated 25,000 il-
legal immigrants receive 
in-state tuition rates in 
California.

 ANGELA SWARTZ can be reached city@
theaggie.org.
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that for-profit colleges with gradua-
tion rates below a certain percentage 
be put on accreditation probation and 
federal financial aid be made unavail-
able to students. Federal aid should 
not go to an endeavor that will put 
students in a worse financial situation 
than when they started without re-
ceiving a diploma.
	 Until this happens, students should 
be cautious regarding advertising that 
emanates from these colleges. The 
schools are interested in sustaining 
their business and not necessarily in 
providing the best education to their 
clients. Given these colleges’ special 
targeting of vulnerable groups such 
as low-income students and returning 

soldiers, there should be a follow-up 
investigation to the GAO report, sur-
veying a range of for-profit colleges 
across the nation to see how truthful 
the advertisements’ claims are.
	 Potential students should also con-
sider attending community colleg-
es in lieu of for-profit institutions. 
Although they may not offer the same 
prestige as four-year degrees, many 
community colleges offer the same 
skills for better prices. The GAO re-
port noted that one fictitious student 
interested in massage therapy was 
encouraged to take a $14,000 certif-
icate course, even though the same 
course cost $520 at the local commu-
nity college. Because of community 
colleges’ value, we applaud Obama’s 
focus on bolstering them with more 
funds and governmental support. 
In 2009, Obama announced a $12 

billion community-college initia-
tive, and this October, Obama held a 
Community College Summit bringing 
together major donors to think about 
this cause—two worthy attempts to 
increase awareness and quality of 
community colleges.
	 Regardless of all the problems with 
the current system, in theory, for-
profit colleges provide a valuable ser-
vice. For people serving abroad in the 
armed forces, or for those who are 
stuck at home for another reason, for-
profit colleges’ flexibility in course 
timing and type make them viable in 
a way that community colleges of-
ten are not. However, at present, for-
profit colleges are performing far be-
low this ideal, and the government has 
a responsibility to make sure it is not 
funding institutions that seem to be 
manifestly harming their students.
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